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teleology is resorted to at the point where genesis ceases
to be effective. In the last stages before this point is
reached the chief agent in nature is will, but, as already
stated, its action is direct, the same as mere force in any
other form. The new agent differs primarily from all
others in being indirect. The essential characteristic of
the final cause is indirection.

It is a common figure to represent any force as blind.
The conative force is still more frequently so character-
ized. Desire sees no obstacles. Love is blind and blind
impulse rules the lower world. But while results are
accomplished by this direct method according to the in-
tensity of the impulse and the strength of the organism,
it is evident that there is a limit to the achievements of
will. Desire must go unsatisfied if its object cannot be
attained within this limit of physical strength. With
the advance of biotic organization desire increases more
rapidly than does the power to overcome obstacles, and
the number and magnitude of the obstacles to the attain-
ment of desired ends thus rapidly increase. Any new
advance must look to overcoming these difficulties and to
clearing the way for the accomplishment of higher results.
Still again, the biological law of advantage comes forward.
The new device is the final cause. It consists of a mechan-
ism for the utilization of force that is running to waste,
and in this respect the economic principle of all evolu-
tionary progress is employed, but the application of this
principle is wholly unlike any hitherto made.

The conative power was seen to reside in an organized
nervous system with an increasing integration of its parts
in subordination to a general directive center, the brain.
The physical progress continued to all outward appear-
ances unchanged except in degree in passing from the
conative state which is genetic into the noetic state
which is telic, but by insensible degrees a new psychic